
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                               October 22, 2017 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
RECOLLECTING OURSELVES FOR WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 
 Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 459 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 

 
Gracious God, I think of you as loving me, which I believe is 
accurate.  However, I take that to mean that because you love 
me I will feel loved or positive about myself.  When I do not 
feel loved, does that mean you do not love me?  Since you love 
me, should I always feel loved?  I sense that my understanding 
of your loving me is unsound.  Help me fathom your love as an 
action always being offered to me, not a feeling I inhabit.  Help 
me grasp that you are loving me in the act of my being aware, 
as well as my being perceptive and sensitive and conscious.  I 
have always equated your presence with my feeling good.  I 
would know your presence more surely if I could associate you 
with cognition—the mental activity of acquiring knowledge 
and understanding through thought, experience, and the 
senses.  If I did so, I would realize that you are ubiquitous—you 
are present in, appear in, and are found in everything that has 
to do with my life.  You literally are everywhere I go and in all I 
do.  I need to change the way I think about you, because the 
effort to feel positive about myself is wearing me out, and I 
urgently need to sense your presence. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Matthew 22:15-21 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 277 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 212 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY   10:00  Worship and Church School 
     11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
     11:20  Conversation 
     12:00  Lunch Bunch 
MONDAY    1:30  Presbyterian Women, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for October 29, 2017  
Deuteronomy 34:1-12; Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17; 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8; Matthew 22:34-46. 

F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women meet tomorrow, at the church, at 
1:30pm.  The lesson is #2.  Pam Novelly is the leader.  Sherry 
Balletto is the hostess. 
 Next Sunday we will celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and will 
receive a Deacons Offering. 
 “Our small change can make a Big Difference.”  Please give 
your pennies, nickels and dimes etc. to the Presbyterian Hunger 
Fund.  A can on the table in the coffee room needs donations. 
 New phone number for Margaret and Darold Allen: 
  916-476-5744. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Rizky Thomas. 
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 O God, too near to be found, too simple to be 
conceived, too good to be believed; help us to trust, not 
in our knowledge of Thee, but in Thy knowledge of us; to 
be certain of Thee, not because we feel our thoughts of 
Thee are true, but because we know how far Thou dost 
transcend them.   May we not be anxious to discern Thy 
will, but content only with desire to do it; may we not 
strain our minds to understand Thy nature, but yield 
ourselves and live our lives only to express Thee. 
 
 Shew us how foolish it is to doubt Thee, since Thou 
Thyself dost set the questions which disturb us; reveal our 
unbelief to be faith fretting at its outworn form.  Be 
gracious when we are tempted to cease from moral strife: 
reveal what it is that struggles in us.  Before we tire of 
mental search enable us to see that it was not ourselves 
but Thy call which stirred our souls. 
 
 Turn us back from our voyages of thought to that which 
sent us forth.  Teach us to trust not to cleverness or 
learning, but to that inward faith which can never be 
denied.   Lead us out of confusion to simplicity.  Call us 
back from wandering without to find Thee at home within.  
Amen. 
 

The Temple: A Book of Prayer, by W.E. Orchard, D.D., 
 New York: E.P. Dutton & Co, Inc., c. 1918 
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Ordinary Time – Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost 
[Matthew 22:15-22] 

 In this text an effort is being made to trap Jesus into being a 
person who broke either the Roman law, the Jewish law, or both. 
In his defeat of this effort he makes the statement: “Give therefore 
to the Emperor the things that are the Emperor’s, and to God the 
things that are God’s.” We are going to focus on the second part of 
this statement: “Give…to God the things that are God’s.” In 
reflecting on this statement, it came to me that the statement is 
alluding to an entire way of life. To elaborate this way of life we 
would need to answer the question: What are the things that are 
God’s? I suggest that the things that are God’s are the things God 
is always giving us: awareness, perception, sensitivity, and 
consciousness. That these capacities appear and develop in us is 
the way God’s love for us is expressed by God to us, and our 
opening to them is the way we return that love. There is confusion 
around the idea of the “love of God” in that people often think of 
God’s love as a feeling, as something we experience as a warm, 
positive regard for us as a person, and as a “state of mind/heart” in 
which we seek to remain. It is helpful to remember that God is an 
activity that constantly interacts with and engages us, and does so 
regardless of how we feel; thinking of God’s love as the appearance 
of awareness, perception, sensitivity, and consciousness is a more 
adequate way of conceptualizing God’s love since it allows the love 
of God to be involved in any and every way we experience 
ourselves. God is what makes us aware of and sensitive to all the 
ways we feel, and is what helps us embrace and explore every way 
we feel. The way of life that is being alluded to in the phrase 
“Give…to God the things that are God’s,” is one where we go 
through our day disposed to attend to these capacities for 
awareness, perception, sensitivity, and consciousness, and are 
receptive to God’s nurturing and promoting these in us. We might 
say we live by giving to God an openness of mind and heart, a 
willingness to listen to and pay attention to whatever is disclosed 
to us. As we do so we find we are led into our life, and our life is 
disclosed to us and unfolded for us. 

 I suggest this is not how we live most of the time. Mostly we 
don’t enter situations looking for anything to be disclosed. We come 
to most situations with opinions and expectations regarding what 
will happen, we have rituals and habits from our past regarding how 
we should be, and we engage in these patterns of thinking and 
interacting. So, in addition to these more automatic ways of 
interacting being active, this way of life would also involve being 
receptive to the thoughts and feelings, the insights and intuitions, 
that enter our awareness, allowing them to remain in our 
awareness as best we can so they can inform us about how to be 
present in any situation. 
 One item that will enter our awareness is the degree to which we 
moralize, the degree to which we are concerned with the 
“rightness” and “wrongness” of what we perceive. The awareness 
that we are moralizing allows us the option of wondering how we 
would approach whatever we are facing if we were not assessing it 
in terms of whether it was right or wrong. Our being receptive to 
this opens the door for things like appreciation, understanding, 
sympathy and compassion, qualities that make our lives especially 
human. 
 The way of life alluded to in the phrase “Give…to God the things 
that are God’s,” is a combination of contributing to the situations 
we are in, and also receiving from those situations. It would be 
worth the effort to make the effort to listen to and pay attention to 
whatever is disclosed to us, realizing that to do something this 
simple is to give to God what is God’s. 

 [Jim Robie, 10-18-17, 20 Sunday after Pentecost in Cycle A, Matthew 22:15-22] 


